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contemplate with regret even the more distant prospect
of the steam engine becoming a thing of the past, I very
much doubt whether those who meet here fifty years
hence will then speak of that motor except in the char-
acter of a curiosity to be found in a museum/

The view expressed by Bramwell in this remarkable
forecast found support in more than one quarter. In the
following year Sir William Siemens was President of this
Association. After acknowledging the great service which
the Association had done to engineering by settling a
consistent and practical system of electrical units, and
himself suggesting that the unit of electrical power in that
system should be called the Watt, he went on to compare
the theoretical efficiencies of steam engine and gas engine
on the basis of the theory of Carnot, and then remarked :

' Before many years we shall find in our factories, and
on board our ships, engines with a fuel consumption not
exceeding i Ib. of coal per effective horse-power per hour,
in which the gas-producer takes the place of the somewhat
complex and dangerous steam boiler/

Again, the late Lord Rayleigh, speaking from the
Presidential Chair at the Montreal meeting of 1884, says:

' The efficiency of the steam engine is found to be so high
that there is no great margin remaining for improvement.
The higher initial temperature possible in the gas engine
opens out much wider possibilities, and many good judges
look forward to a time when the steam engine will have
to give way to its younger rival/

Let me quote one more authority. Fleeming Jenkin,
lecturing on Gas and Caloric Engines at the Institution of
Civil Engineers, in February 1884, refers to the fact that

owson gas even then allowed the gas engine to compete
fwourably with the steam engine, and concludes :

* Since this is the case now, and since theory shows that